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PRE-PRODUCTION




Introduction

« Zachary Leighton
e Creative Director & Founder
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Why?

Great stories told well can inspire
action and mobilize the Church.

R=LIANT.




“Marketing is no longer about the stuff that you
make, but about the stories you tell.”

Seth Godin
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3 STAGES OF PRODUCTION
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DOCUMENTARY STYLES
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DOCUMENTARY STYLES

e Docu-Drama - Scenes from the beneficiaries life are acted out.
e Talking Head - Interview driven film with b-roll to fill the gaps.

« Expository - Spoken narrative to inform the audience on a specific matter or cause.
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PRE-PR CTION



Planning

eDefine the story and characters.

Plan locations and scenes based on the story.

e\What's the storyline or plot?

eDetermine a theme for the story. What's the moral of the story or the message?
eWho is the audience?

eWhat action should the viewer take?

eWhat value can | offer my donor?

eWhat is the format?

R=LIANT.




Script-Writing

. Structures allow us to create content quicker and with greater efficiency.
. The Hero’s Journey relates to all humans across all cultures.

. We follow Dan Harmon’s version of The Hero’s Journey
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Dan Harmon'’s Story Circle
Revised version of The Hero’s Journey

1. YOU

ESTABLISH THE CHARACTER

8. CHANGE 2. NEED

MASTER OF BOTH WORLDS SOMETHING ISN'T RIGHT

2a. MEETS A GUIDE

ORDINARY 2b. CALL TO ADVENTURE

WORLD
7. RETURN 3. GO

BRINGING IT HOME CROSSING THE THRESHOLD

6. TAKE 4. SEARCH

PAYING THE PRICE THE ROAD TO TRIALS

5. FIND

MEETING THE GODDESS
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Interview Preparation

eQuestions - These will serve as your guide to tell a story with structure.
eLocation - Make a list of ideal locations that fit the story.

eGear - \What gear will you need to execute your interview?
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Documentary Storytelling Process
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Download

The Production Process - PDF
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Resources

. The Elements of Documentary Filmmaking - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yx99KdAF 1L

.How to Make a Documentary - https:.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=YmQOQfPHL C|jdg

.Dan Harmon Story Cycle - hitps://voutu.be/-XGUVKOMPTA

.Jonah Sachs Story Wars - https://voutu.nbe/069xVW8wtBhk

.Start with Why - https://voutu.be/IPYeCltXpxw

.Every Story is the Same - https:.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=LuD2Aa0zFIA

. The Science of Story - hitps://www.voutube.com/watch?v=cSxeDtwOnuY
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www.reliantcreative.org

Ministries are busy doing ministry work and don’t have fime to tell their stories.
God is at work globally in powerful ways and those stories inspire action.
We partner with Christian ministries to tell engaging stories that mobilize the Church.

ﬂ [reliantcreative

@reliantcreative

m /company/reliantcreative
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Thank You!



